
Math 
We had a bit of a difficult start to this semester, so
we’ve been working extremely hard to make sure we
are all caught up. We started off by going over the
laws of exponents. We then moved on to factoring
quadratic equations. We have been building our skills
of factoring by starting off with more simple problems
and then moving on to ones that are more
complicated. To top off our quadratic equation skills,
we are now moving on to graphing them. Starting next
week, the students will be working on an Angry Birds
project that will incorporate everything we have
learned this six weeks so far. Our middle school
students have been working on transforming shapes
by dilating, translating, rotating, and reflecting. To
show their knowledge of dilation they all came
together and drew an enlarged picture of one of their
teachers. We can’t wait to see what the next six weeks
brings us! 

Science
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In Biology class we are completing our unit on
genetics. We have learned about chromosomes
and genes and how these are expressed
through the anatomy and physiology of all living
things. We have explored human genetics and
observable characteristics carried in our genes
such as the shapes of our ears or the ability to
roll our tongues, as well as how genes affect
what we taste.

In middle school classes we have been studying
the relationships among the Sun, the moon, and
Earth. We have examined the causes of the
phases of the moon, lunar eclipses, and solar
eclipses. We have also investigated the effect of
the moon’s gravity on the oceans and the
occurrence of tides.



English History

This six weeks has had its challenges with teaching
in the dorms and experiencing several bad weather
days, but the students have been super troopers.
We have been able to explore the rise of powerful
dictators in Europe Post-World War I and the acts of
aggression that led to World War II.  We used video
clips to help make the era come to life, and students
saw major acts of heroism from the Doolittle Raiders
in the Pacific to the Tuskegee Airmen in Europe.
Students explored the strategies that led to conflict
as well as strategies that resulted in great victories.
We looked at major turning points in the war, such
as the Siege at Stalingrad and the D-Day Invasion of
Normandy, France. We explored the Holocaust and
the impact of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. 
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During this grading period, our students have
been working on reading and writing persuasive
texts. We started off the six weeks by learning
about the different rhetorical appeals (ethos,
pathos, and logos) and creating our own
inventions. We then analyzed how advertisers try
to persuade us to buy a product. We created
our own advertisements for either a product we
liked or one that we invented. 

Finally, we watched and analyzed TED Talks
given by students on a topic that they’re
passionate about. We chose topics that we are
passionate about in preparation for creating a
persuasive speech. We read multiple articles
and identified rhetorical appeals used in each.
We are finishing this grading period by
presenting our persuasive speeches to our
peers. 

This six weeks we also reflected on the life of
Martin Luther King, Jr., The Civil Rights
Movement, and social changes that have
occurred in the United States.
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Special Events/Programs
To celebrate Martin Luther King Day and Black History Month, we were able to connect with Dory
Lerner from The Civil Rights Museum, which is housed in the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.
She showed us the room where Dr. King stayed and the balcony where he was shot. She also gave
us a history of the Lorraine Hotel, which was very interesting, and she named some of the famous
people who have stayed there. She then gave us a compact timeline of the Civil Rights Movement 

and the events that led up to Dr. King’s assassination. She also challenged our students to be activists for
change and presented examples of activists who were involved in changing history at a young age,
including Ida Wells and Dolores Huerta. She spoke to students about how they can become activists in
today’s world. 

To continue with our celebration of Dr. King’s Day and Black History Month,
we teamed up with the John F. Kennedy Museum in Boston with Esther
Kohn giving a virtual presentation on the Voting Rights Act of 1965.The
students learned why their vote is important. They learned about the
barriers that African Americans and Latinos encountered when they
wanted to cast their votes, such as literacy tests and loss of jobs. The
statistics and the primary sources that Esther presented were eye openers.
Students also learned about some of the strategies that were used to
protect voting rights and how in 2013 voting rights began to change.

We continued our celebration by teaming up with the Bob Bullock
Museum in Austin and learning about singing the blues in Texas. We
learned about the beginning of the music genre called “the blues” in
the South and the household items that were used as instruments, as
well as how African Americans sang the blues to help them through
life’s struggles. We also looked at modern-day instruments used to
play the blues and were introduced to some of the early blues
singers like Muddy Waters as well as some of the modern blues
singers like Stevie Ray Vaughn.


