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Science

Math

In Biology, we have been investigating
how our bodies make and use proteins.
Students have studied the structure and
function of the DNA molecule and its role
in protein production.

Our students have had a very eventful third six weeks.
The high schoolers have been working hard and
exploring new ways to use their understanding of
linear equations and how they relate to real world
situations. They've also discovered how to use systems
of linear equations to make decisions like those
involved with comparing the best deals.

Did you know there are some 4 million protein
molecules in a single human cell? Our students
have learned about the complex processes of
transcription and translation, both critical steps in
the synthesis of proteins. We completed a project
in which students applied their knowledge of
protein synthesis to create an imaginary griffin
based on unique strands of DNA.

Our middle schoolers have also been working hard
to understand scatterplots. We had an outside
project where they tried to sink as many baskets as
they could from varying distances. We used this
data to plot their own scatterplots. The students are
all working hard toward finishing the semester
strong, and we're excited to see all their hard work
paying off as they use their new math skills.
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Six Weeks Theme:
Thankful Thinking

English

During this past six weeks we have been
working on our informational text unit. The
students voted on what they wanted to
learn more about, and deadly animals
won.

We analyzed a National Geographic article on
Siberian tigers and watched a documentary.
Next, we analyzed texts about tiger sharks and
broke the texts down by their patterns of
organization. Finally, we looked at different types
of snakes.
The last week before STAAR retesting, we looked
at the writing process for expository essays. As
a class, we brainstormed how to achieve our
goals. We then looked at how to organize an
expository essay. Finally, we had independent
practice on writing for the STAAR test. This six
weeks has flown by, and we’re all looking
forward to a new year!

History
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This six weeks began with a ROAR! The Roaring 20”s
to be precise. We enjoyed investigating the impact of
the 18th and 19th Constitutional Amendments on
American culture. In August of 1920, the women of
America were given the right to vote, and Prohibition
ushered in a new era in organized crime and city life
for American youth. We looked at Speakeasies, the
music of Louis Armstrong, and the entertainers who
brought about the Harlem Renaissance in New York
City. We spent time looking at the effects of
prosperity on fashion and new liberal trends in female
independence.

Prosperity and consumer consumption was on the rise
in the 1920s. Henry Ford’s mass production of the
Model T and the new electric appliances that were
introduced to American households created even more
demand for change. By 1929, we saw a new wave of
change beginning with the Stock Market Crash.
We are spending the last two weeks
investigating the causes and effects of the
Stock Market Crash, The Great Depression, the
election of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and
the Dust Bowl.
I am impressed by student success and
continued interest in learning about how
Americans lived during the 1920s and into the
30s.
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Special Events/Programs
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To celebrate National Native American Heritage Month, we were
able to connect with Park Ranger Jesse from the Homestead
National Historical Park for a lesson on the Homestead Act of 1862
and the importance of the buffalo, which were sacred to many of
the Native American tribes. Students were able to see actual body
parts of the buffalo and learn how the Native Americans utilized
the buffalo to survive. It was a very interesting presentation. The
students enjoyed it and learned a lot.

Principal Message
Hello, this is Ms. Heyward, the principal for the Hays Campus.
While our first semester has flown by, the education and facility staff have done an
amazing job working together to create an amazing first semester for our students. It is
always an honor to see the kids smiling, happy to be here, and learning daily.
Throughout the semester, we have had many positives that we can hold on to as we
enter the new year/semester. We have seen so many students successfully leave us and
enroll back into their home campuses. We have also had several GED graduates.
As we enter the new year, we have so many exciting events planned for our students, so
stay tuned for exciting projects, guest speakers, and cross-curricular events!

Happy Holidays,

Hays Campus Campus Principal
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